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National Weather Summary The Lakes area and the middle Atlantic through 


New England showed above-normal temperatures; 
readings in Maine soared 15 to 18 degrees above 
normal. 





January 22 - 28 


Snow spread from the eastern Rockies to the 
upper Midwest on Monday. High winds drifted the 
snow which fell heaviest in southern and eastern 
Minnesota; up to 8 additional inches blanketed 
the State. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Nearly all the Nation reported some The remainder of the country received little 
moisture for the week. One-half to an inch of or no moisture with most temperatures seasonable. 
water in the form of rain or snow fell in the On Tuesday, snow persisted in the Plains and 
Southwest; heavy amounts also covered points from reached the western Great Lakes; five inches 

East Texas to New England. Thunderstorms broke collected in southwestern Missouri. 

out over the Gulf Coast. Some local flooding hit A cold front pushed thunderstorms through the 
New England. Four inches and more added to the western Gulf Coastal States; rain carried as far 
heavy mantle of snow already blanketing the upper east as South Carolina and as far north as 
Midwest and Lakes area. southern Indiana. Lafayette, southern Louisiana, 

Much of the Nation was colder than normal, gathered 3 inches of rain; other points from East 
especially the northern Rockies where the thermo- Texas to the southern Atlantic Coast managed one- 
meter dipped 15 degrees below expected readings. half to one and a half inches. 
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An intense low pressure system over West 
Virginia pumped snow into the hard-hit Midwest and 
rain from the South through most of the Atlantic 
- Coast on Wednesday. Chicago tallied a half-foot 
of snow; the snow reached as far east as central 
Pennsylvania. 

Rain soaked an area from Alabama to southern 
New England. Stations in Florida reported up to 
1.3 inches; Bradenton, along the west central 
coast, weathered a tornado. One to one and three- 
quarters inch of rain drenched the Eastern Sea- 
board from the Carolinas to Connecticut. 

Some light precipitation dotted the Nation from 
the Pacific Northwest through the central Plateau 
Region. In south central Colorado, Alamosa 
notched a record low -25°, undercutting the 196€ 
mark by 6 degrees. 

Though the Northeast's storm moved out to sea 
on Thursday, up to another inch and one-quarter 
of rain fell on southern New England. Snow fell 
to the north with high winds accompanying the 
moisture. Light snow dusted the Ohio Valley. 

Meantime, two low pressure systems in the 
Southwest carried snow and rain as far east as the 
Mississippi Valley. While a few inches of snow 
whitened the Rockies, an inch of rain dampened 
Little Rock, and three-quarters inch moistened 
Dallas. 

On Friday, snow fell from Oklahoma northward 
to the U. S./Canadian border and northeastward to 
the Great Lakes; only a few inches at most was 
reported. 


WEA 1031 


About a quarter-inch of rain dampened parts of 
Texas and Louisiana, while the remnants of a storm 
in the Northeast produced three-quarters inch in 
southeastern New Hampshire. 

Rain fell especially hard over Florida where 
Tallahassee picked up 1.53 in., and Panama City 
measured nearly 2 inches. 


Snow, locally heavy, stretched from the 
Mississippi Valley through the Ohio Valley. The 
heaviest snow fell in Indiana and Ohio. Monroe- 
ville, eastern Indiana, counted 7 inches, and 
Indianapolis checked in with a half-foot. 
Cincinnati scored 4 inches. Rain continued in 
Florida where Fort Myers, on the Gulf Coast, 
reported an inch and a quarter. 

Record January snowfalls were established by two 
cities; Rochester, southeastern Minnesota, totaled 
23.8 inches, and Columbia, central Missouri, saw 
20.2 inches. 

Snow covered an area from Indiana to the middle 
Atlantic States on Sunday. Three to four inches 
whitened Akron, Pittsburgh, and the Washington, 
D.C. area. 


A storm system began building in the Southwest 
setting off snow in northern Arizona and rain to 
the south; Flagstaff, Arizona, managed 5 inches 
and Las Vegas, Nevada, an inch. Phoenix was 
dampened by a quarter-inch of rain. 

Unseasonably warm air edged into northern New 
England; Caribou, northeastern Maine, hit a record 
high of 39°, 
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National Agricultural Summary 


January 22 - 28 


HIGHLIGHTS: Farmers in northern areas spent a 
considerable amount of time wrestling with snow 
removal to bring feed and hay to cattle. In 

areas with minimal snowcover, farmers were able 

to perform a few winter chores including hauling 
manure and marketing crops. In the South, wet 
soils slowed land preparation for 1979 spring 
planting. Soil moisture rated adequate to surplus 
throughout most thawed areas of the Nation. Small 
grains rated fair to mostly good. Snowcover 
protected northern stands from subnormal tempera- 
tures. Winter wheat stands in the South rated 
only poor to fair because of low temperatures. 
Pastures rated only fair with grazing limited by 
low temperatures and muddy fields. Tobacco plant- 
beds got off to a good start in southern production 
areas. Southwestern cotton growers continued to 
harvest some of the crop, but weather proved to 

be a formidable adversary. Deciduous fruit 
growers pruned trees and checked for rodent damage. 
Citrus growers continued to harvest their crops 
and cull freeze-damaged fruit. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat in major production 
areas rated good with snowcover extending into 
parts of the southern Great Plains. Snow protected 
winter wheat in the Corn Belt, although ice covered 
a limited acreage possibly causing some damage. 
Southern stands rated only poor to fair because 

of low temperatures and slower than expected 
growth. In the Southwest, early stands rated 
excellent; late plantings did not rate as well. 
Some growers continued to plant late fields and used 
aircraft to overcome wet field conditions. Pacific 
Northwest stands lay snow-covered. 

Most Kansas wheat fields lay protected under a 
blanket of snow although blowing bared some fields. 
Oklahoma wheat rated fair to good with 40 percent 
being grazed. Subnormal temperatures damaged some 
southern Oklahoma wheat, but snowcover protected 
stands elsewhere. Texas wheat on the High and 
Low Plains stood dormant and furnished only limited 
grazing. Soil moisture scored adequate, and 
warmer temperatures should spur growth. Central 
and South Texas stands showed signs of recovery 
from earlier freeze damage but grew slowly. Early 
Arizona stands scored excellent, but late seedings 
were delayed by wet soils and some farmers seeded 
from aircraft. California growers continued to 
plant winter wheat in the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Valleys. Weed control moved actively in 
earlier planted fields. 


OTHER CROPS: Cotton producers in the Southwest 
continued to pick on a limited scale, but adverse 
weather conditions persisted hampering progress. 
Oklahoma growers finally reached 94 percent com- 
plete. Texas harvest stood at 98 percent for the 
third consecutive week as wet, cold conditions 
stifled progress. Cotton gins caught up with the 
backlog, and several stood idle. Arizona growers 
showed a substantial amount of acreage to harvest, 
but quality of the remaining crop was questionable. 
California growers moved into the second picking 

in desert areas. New Mexico producers also had 
some cotton standing in the fields. Weather delayed 


preparations for the 
California. 
Florida sugarcane 
advanced on schedule. 
Tobacco plantbeds 
fair to good. South 
beds for planting. 


1979 cotton crop in Texas and 


rated good, and harvest 
in Florida and Georgia rated 


Carolina growers prepared 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Deciduous fruit growers in the 
Southeast and Pacific Northwest pruned trees and 
caneberries and checked for rodent damage. New 
Mexico producers harvested some pecans. California 
deciduous orchard producers pruned, fertilized, 
weeded, and applied dormant sprays. Early almond 
buds swelled in California. Florida citrus rated 
excellent with soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
Low temperatures slowed activity of caretakers. 

New growth began in some locations. Texas harvests 
of grapefruit and Valencias for fresh market gained 
momentum following the shipping holiday. Arizona 
growers harvested a limited amount of citrus; 
freeze damage to unprotected groves proved severe. 
California growers harvested grapefruit, Navels, 
and lemons as groves dried. Valencia color improved, 
but fruit size was small. 


VEGETABLES: Florida vegetable crops generally 

rated fair to very good. Harvest advanced steadily 
although shipments declined 11 percent from the 
previous week. Shipments of peppers and potatoes 
registered increases, while supplies of cauliflower, 
celery, chinese cabbage, sweet corn, eggplant, 
lettuce, strawberries and tomatoes declined. 
Volume of other vegetable crops held steady. 
winds continued to whip plants and scar fruit. 
Spring planting was complete in some areas. Texas 
gerowers harvested carrots, spinach, cabbage, and 
lettuce. Wet weather delayed land preparations for 
spring-planted crops. A few early melon fields 
were planted. Arizona’ lettuce harvest advanced, 
newly planted lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower and 
broccoli made good progress. Cool air in California 
retarded vegetable growth, although moderate supplies 
of broccoli, cauliflower and celery were available 
from southern areas. Lettuce harvest advanced 
actively in the Imperial Valley although farm- 
workers' strikes closed some shippers. 


Strong 


and 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Northern pastures remained 
closed to grazing because of snowcover and sub- 
normal temperatures. Low temperatures across 

the South kept grasslands in only fair condition 
and limited growth. Farmers fertilized some 
pastures in the South. In the Southwest, rains 
improved grasslands and supplemental feeding de- 
clined. Growers fed heavy rations of hay, forage, 
and feed throughout most of the Nation but most 
livestock could only hold their own; weight gains 
were minimal. Hauling feed to livestock proved a 
difficult task in many northern areas where new 
snowfall and continued blowing closed roads. 

Early calving and lambing got underway with a few 
areas reporting increased losses to the severe 
weather. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, ls.t., Jan. 28, 1979 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: ‘Temperatures 9° pelow normal. 
days rain or snow. Precipitation mostly below 
1.00 in., south central totaled near 2.00 in. 
Fieldwork: 1.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Outdoor activity limited. 
Fieldwork behind schedule; plowing 20% completed. 
Pasture feed supply very short; stored feed mostly 
adequate. Pastures poor condition. Wheat poor 
to fair. Livestock fair. 


Several 


ARIZONA: Substantial precipitation 24th through 
26th, up to 0.50 in. western third, 2.00 in. eastern 
two-thirds. New snowfall to 10 in. central basins, 
Mogollon Rim, up to 25 in. White Mountains. 
Temperatures mostly 3° to 6° below normal. 

Little fieldwork possible. Substantial 
cotton remains, quality questionable. Established 
small grains excellent progress, later planting 
delayed, some seeded by aircraft. Sugarbeet 
harvest Cochise County not complete; beets central, 
western areas making good progress. Alfalfa haying 
seasonally slow, new renovated fields good progress. 
Harvest lettuce, mixed vegetables limited. Newly 
planted lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli 
good progress. Bad weather severely affected 
quality winter vegetable crops some areas, restricted 
plantings later harvest. Some onion acreage lost; 
planting watermelons, potatoes delayed. Limited 
citrus harvest, freeze damage severe both fruit, 
trees some unprotected groves. Range conditions 
generally excellent. Stock water, soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Pastures, ranges supplying 
above average feed. Prospects late winter, spring 
browse good to excellent. Cattle, calves mostly 
good to excellent condition. Marketing and higher, 
more isolated ranges, restricted by wet, muddy 
roads. Most sheep on winter pastures lower 
desert valleys. 


ARKANSAS: Very cold with temperatures much below 
normal. Precipitation lelow normal most areas. 
Lowest temperature 0°, highest 569%. Lowest normal 
36°, highest 46°. Lowest mean 26°, highest 36°. 
Means ranged from 9 to 13° below normal. Least 
precipitation 0.44 in.; most 1.56 in. 

Major farming activity limited to heavy 
feeding of livestock as little to no grazing avail- 
able. Hay supply adequate. Small grains dormant; 
no winterkill evident. No field activity. 


CALIFORNIA: Rain in extreme north coast, portions 
of Sierra Nevada and extreme south. Temperatures 
turned cooler. 

Small grain planting continued Sacramento 
Valley; some replanted after extensive rain, San 
Joaquin Valley. Weed control active San Joaquin 
Valley, most areas good growth, development. 
Alfalfa sheeped south desert. Cotton scrapping, 
second picking continue desert area. Pre-irriga- 
tion fieldwork 1979 cotton crop San Joaquin Valley. 
Sugarbeets developing well Imperial Valley. 
Pruning, fertilizing, weeding, dormant spray main 
activities deciduous orchards as fields dried to 
allow access. 
Avocado harvest continued; Haas and Fuerte main 
varieties. Quality variable cold storage table 
grapes. Supplies below year ago. Grapefruit, 
Navels, and lemon harvests more active as fields 
dried. Actively sorting freeze damaged fruit. 
Valencia color improving, sizes small. Harvesting 
olives for oil. Low temperatures occurred in the 
Redlands district of southern California the 


Bud swelling early almonds progressing. 


night of January 28 - 29 with additional 
temperatures expected on January 29 - 30. 
Additional damage to citrus could occur. 
weather retarding vegetable growth. 
Supplies broccoli, cauliflower, 
Cauliflower moderate south bay, light Santa Maria. 
Lettuce harvest active Imperial Valley though 
several shippers closed by farm worker strikes. 
Rangeland conditions improved by wet soils. 
Supplemental feeding continued, decreasing as more 
grass available. Livestock good condition. Sheep 
graze alfalfa stubble fields San Joaquin Valley. 


cold 


Cool 
Moderate 
celery south. 


COLORADO: Another Pacific frontal system dumped 
snow in most areas with amounts ranging from 10 to 
20 in. mountains and southwest. Temperatures 
ranged from 2° below normal east to 2 to 15° below 
normal mountains and west. Temperatures dipped 

25 to 30° below normal in San Luis Valley and 
higher mountain areas 24th. 


FLORIDA: High pressure dominated through 17th when 
cold front passed over Peninsula with winds of 15 
to 20 to occasionally 30 mph; rainfall of 1.00 to 
2.00 in. central and southwest but generally less 
than 0.50 in. elsewhere. Low in the 30's Pan- 
handle to 40's central and 50's southeast coast. 
Generally fair until 20th when another cold front 
passed through with average rainfall less than 
0.50 in. but scattered amounts up to 1.50 in. 
Temperatures cool through 28th with highs in 40's 
Panhandle, 50's north, central, and 60's south. 
Soil moisture mostly adequate west, north, 
central but excessive most southern areas. 
Farmwork limited because of wet soils, cold 
weather. Small grains fair condition but growth 
Slow due to cold. Tobacco plants in plant beds 
fair progress. Sugarcane harvest on schedule. 
Cane crop in good condition. No cold damage 
reported to peaches to date. Permanent pastures 
poor to good condition, central to Panhandle. 
Temporary pastures good condition. Supplemental 
feeding continued many areas. Southern pastures 
mostly good. Cattle, fair to good condition. 
Citrus condition excellent, moisture adequate 
to surplus. Cold weather slowing caretakers. 
New growth forming some locations. Harvest very 
active. Vegetable crop condition generally fair 
to very good; harvest mostly steady. Shipments 
decreased 11% from previous week. Shipments 
peppers, potatoes up while snap beans, cabbage, 
carrots, cucumbers, escarole, okra, parsley, 
radishes, squash held steady. Supplies cauli- 
flower, celery, chinese cabbage, sweet corn, 
eggplant, lettuce, strawberries, tomatoes decreased. 
Quality, size good. Strong winds continue to whip 
plants, scar fruit. Spring planting complete 
few crops some areas. Strawberry crop recovering 
well from cold damage. Rains reducing quality. 
Volume continued low. Spring watermelon crop 
condition fair to good. Growth, germination slow. 
Planting active. Winter crop potato digging very 
active. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 3 to 8° below normal. Rain- 
fall 1.75 in. southeast to 3.50 in. north and west. 
Skies cloudy 27th with light rain in north averaging 
less than 0.25 in. Colder on 28th; low 15” on 
25th. 

Soil moisture mostly surplus. Cold, wet 
conditions continued to limit field activities; 
some activity south. Tobacco beds producing good 
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stands, condition good. Small grains mostly fair 
to good. Pastures fair north to mostly good south; 
cattle mostly fair. 


HAWAII: Weather variable. More rains along wind- 
ward coast, Island Hawaii. Some flooding low- 
lying areas again. Rainfall light other Islands. 

Low temperatures slowing crop progress. 
Frequent spraying for disease and insect control. 
Vegetable supplies light, quality continued poor. 
Bananas light to moderate. Papayas light. Pine- 
apple harvesting slow. Sugar harvesting down. 
Pastures generally good. 


IDAHO: Snow and cold winter weather continued. 
Temperatures 4 to 15° below normal. Extremes: 

-32 and 42°. Daily light precipitation but amounts 
less than normal. 

With temperatures much below normal and snow 
continuing to pile up, most farmwork except live- 
stock care at standstill. Potato marketing very 
Slow and restricted to very short periods around 


midday. Livestock in fair to good condition with 
plenty of feed. Early calving and lambing con- 
tinued. 

ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1 to 9° below normal. 


Precipitation scattered, 
fall 1 to 9 in. 


0.25 to 1.50 in.; snow- 
northern half first of week, 1 
to 4 in. most of state end of week. Snow depths 
27 in. northeast, 2 in. south. 

Winter wheat good condition, snowcovered. 
Livestock generally good condition, snow and cold 
increasing feed use, reducing gains. 
Snow removal, livestock care, 
moisture adequate to surplus. 


general chores. Soil 


INDIANA: Snow storms with freezing rain and wind. 
Numerous schools and roads closed. Heaviest 
precipitation west central and southwest of 1.30 
in., elsewhere 0.80 to 1.00 in. Snowcover 4 in. 
south, 9 in. central and 19 in. near Lake Michigan. 
Temperatures ranged from zero to 46° and averaged 
5° below normal. Sunshine 28% of possible. 

Fieldwork nil; hauling manure, cutting wood, 
repairing machinery, caring for livestock, and 
chores. 


IOWA: Continued cold with moderate to heavy snow- 
falls. Temperatures 2° subnormal northeast to 

6 to 10° subnormal south and west. Snow fell on 
23d and again on 26th to 27th. Snowcover varied 
from near 10 in. southwest to near 20 in. east, 
and 25 to 30 in. north central. 


KANSAS: Precipitation ranged from a few hundredths 
inch west to 0.25 in. central and northeast to 
locally around 0.75 in. southeast and east central 
falling mostly as snow. Temperatures 18° north 
central, and 20 to 24° elsewhere, 5° below normal 
northeast to 7 to 10° below normal elsewhere. 

Cold, snowy weather continued to make live- 
stock feeding difficult. Very little weight gain 
for livestock. Early lambing and calving underway, 
some losses. Reports of TGE losses in baby pigs. 
Wheat mostly snowcovered but some blowing occurred. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal. 
Precipitation 0.75 to 1.50 in. Midweek had least 
amount of precipitation. 

Snow and ice storms limited outside work. 
Livestock on supplemental feed due to snowcover 
and cold weather. Hay supply adequate. Purley 
marketing continued but winding down. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 9 to 12° below normal. 
Extremes: 65 and 21°. General rains first and 
midweek. 

Activities: Care and feeding of livestock. 


Farm activities: 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 2° below normal 
except in western Maryland where temperatures 3° 
below normal. Highs in mid-40's and lows in upper 
20's to low 30's except in western Maryland where 
highs averaged in mid-30's. Lows in upper teens 
to low 20's. Precipitation heavy; between 2.00 
and 4.00 in. rainfall. Mostly sunny and cool 27th. 
Light snow in the morning 28th, then mostly cloudy, 
windy and cold. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures above normal. Values 
ranged from 1 to 11° above normal. Maximum 
temperatures held steady in 20's and low 30's. 
Precipitation light with amounts of 0.10 to 0.30 
in. common. Heavy or moderate amounts over 
western Upper where 1.31 in. recorded. Snowcover 
2 to 44 in. 

Farm activities: 
ment repair. 


Feeding livestock and equip- 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 4° below normal west and 
extreme south; near normal east and north. 
Extremes: 27 and -339. Precipitation near normal 
north, 0.40 in. above normal central and south. 
Precipitation 0.01 to 0.21 in. north, 0.50 to 0.79 
in. central and south. Snowfall less than 1 in. 
northwest to more than 8 in. central and south. 
Snow depth generally 17 to 23 in., except around 
12 in. northwest, 25 to 30 in. southeast. 


10° below normal. 
throughout week with 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 
Extremes 12 and 68°. Rain 
59.00 to 9.00 in. common. 

Soil moisture surplus to excessive. Fieldwork: 
O.5 days suitable. Continued wet and generally cold 
weather causing cattlemen to feed increased amounts. 
Hay and roughage supplies short to adequate. Feed 
grain supplies adequate to short. Livestock con- 
dition fair. Winter wheat fair to very poor. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 6° below normal. Snow fell 
22d west, entire State 23d, some freezing rain 
and drizzle south. Several more inches snow 25th 
to 27th. Total snow depth 10 to 20 in. north; 7 to 
10 in. central and southwest; 2 to 4 in. southeast. 
Melted precipitation averaged 0.75 to 1.50 in. 
south and central, 0.50 in. north. 

Snowcover making chores difficult. 


MONTANA: Generally dry but cold. 
10 to 15° below normal. 

Winter wheat condition good, snowcover good to 
excellent. Livestock losses normal. Hay supplies 
mostly adequate but continued heavy feeding could 
create local shortages. Grazing mostly closed. 


Temperatures 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 10° below normal. Precipi- 
tation 0.50 in. east; 0.20 in. elsewhere. 
Snowcover continued to build north. Heavy 


snow cover in this area making travel and livestock 
care difficult. Eleven counties northwest and north 
central declared State disaster area. Statewide 
livestock requiring heavy supplemental feeding, 

feed supplies tightening. 


NEVADA: Winter storms brought snow and cold 
weather. Precipitation heaviest northwest. Water 
equivalent ranged 0.60 to 0.02 in. Temperatures 


below average. Extremes: 62 and -17°. 
Supplemental feeding necessary, cattle holding 
their own. 


NEW ENGLAND: Rain south 24th and 25th, 2.00 to 
4.00 in. Extensive flooding in some areas. Some 
heavy snows central sections. Light off and on 
rain or snow continued rest of week. Precipita- 
tion averaged 1.00 to 5.00 in. with the greater 
amounts south and east. Wettest January of record 
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NOTE:-This chart will be issued on Tuesday dur- 
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regular 
National Weather Service and sclected cooperative 


Shaded portions epresent areag covered with 
snow; lines indicate depth in inches. No attempt is 
made to indicate areas and depths that may exist at 
high altitudes in the Rocky Mountains, bevond the 
figures shown by reports from regular National 
Weather Service and a few special cooperative sta- 
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Environmental Data and Information Service, NOAA tions. Dotted line shows limits of last week's cover. 


Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
cooperative stations . 
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Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











in Boston area. 
week, 


Temperatures near seasonal early 
above normal latter part. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures 2 to 5° above normal, 
averaging 34° north, 37° south, and 36° coastal. 
Extremes: 18 and 56°. Precipitation totals 0.70 
to 2.00 in. above normal, averaging 2.77 in. north, 
1.89 in. south and 1.40 in. coastal. Snow up to 
3 in. Charlottesburg 25th to 26th. Southern 
sections 2.6 in. 28th Cape May Court House. 

Farmers caring for livestock and tending to 
other winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Widespread rain and snow early in week 
then again 25th and 26th. 

More moisture so some cotton, 
red chile, and pecans still in field. 
delayed spring lettuce planting. Livestock 
with supplemental feeding. 


grain sorghum, 
Weather 
fair 


NEW YORK: Very mild weather persisted; temperatures 
6 to 10° above normal. Major storm on 21st 

produced heavy rain northeast. Over higher terrain 
heavy snow fell. Storm stalled east of New England 
and cloudy mild weather with occasional precipita- 
tion lasted into weekend. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 1° subnormal. Pre- 
cipitation above normal. 

Fieldwork: 1.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Condition of small grains 
fair to good. Pastures fair. Supplies of hay and 
roughage mostly adequate to surplus. Feed grains 
adequate. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 2 to 8° pelow normal. 
Extremes: 26 to -30%. Light snow most areas. Water 
equivalent 0.15 in. southwest to trace northeast. 

Very little change in conditions past week as 
cold winter continued to require heavy livestock 


feeding. Other farm activities limited to snow 
removal, minor repairs. General snowcover adequate 
to protect wintering crops. 
OHIO: Temperatures above normal northeast to below 
normal southeast. Highs generally from 3 to 59 
below normal. Extremes: 42 and 12%. Precipita- 
tion 1.29 in. water equivalent to 0.12 in. Soil 
temperatures under grass averaged near freezing and 
in upper 20's north. Snowcover increased from 
2 in. or less early week to 5 to 7 in. northeast 
outside snow belt and reached around 5 in. else- 
where except extreme south. 

Some wheat reported having ice cover with rest 
of wheat now having adequate snowcover. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 6 to 10° below normal south- 
west, 10 to 13° below normal elsewhere. Precipita- 
tion in the form of mostly sleet and snow fell 
several times; less than 0.75 in. 

Wheat rated fair to good with 40% of acreage 
being grazed. Forage supplies very limtied. Below 
normal temperatures damaged some wheat in south. 
Snowcover protected wheat elsewhere. Cotton harvest 
delayed by bad weather and is 94% complete. Cattle 
in fair condition. Several cattle lost when they 
fell through icy ponds. 


OREGON: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal with 
northeast area 8 to 14° below normal. Extremes: 
low 50's, low 20's west; high 40's, below zero 
east. Most of west had 0.33 to 0.50 in. precipi- 
tation except 1.00 in. on north coast and less 
than 0.10 in. in southwest valleys. East of 
Cascades precipitation 0.33 in. or less. 
Fieldwork nil. Ground snow covered east, 
frozen in much of west. Activities: Chores, 
a little pruning. Storage supplies of onions and 
potatoes continued to move to market. Heavy live- 
stock feeding from adequate supplies. 











Q Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Jan. 30, 1979 





PENNSYLVANIA: Mild, windy and wet. Temperatures 
20's to 30's and 40's averaging near to 6° above 
normal for mildest week since mid-December. 
Extremes: 13 and 55%. Series of storms brought 
precipitation mostly as rain totaling from 0.60 
to 1.60 in. west and 2.00 to 3.50 in. east with 
bulk falling mid-period southeast. Few western 
mountain areas measured almost daily light snow 
rasa, 

Normal winter chores. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.47 in. or 
0.26 in. below normal. Temperatures 76° on coasts 
and 70° interior. Extremes: 92 and 49°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures below normal except 
central area near normal. General rains 23d with 
scattered rains near weekend; amounts near normal. 

A few growers scrapped some cotton as weather 
permitted. Main activities: Pruning peach, apple 
trees and grape vines; tobacco beds and lands 
prepared for spring planting. Winter grazing 
fertilized. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures dropped from moderate 
readings of previous week. Readings -1 to 12°: 

5 to 13° subnormal. Extremes: -29 and 46°. 
Precipitation heaviest east, 0.20 to 0.50 in.; 
northeast received up to 1.08 in.; central 
generally received 0.25 in. or less; the west 
0.10 in. or less. Snowcover more than 20 in. 
east; elsewhere generally 8 to 12 in. 


TENNESSEE: Cold fronts midweek and weekend. 
peratures 8 to 10° below normal. Lows mid-20's, 
highs mid-30's. Rainfall 0.50 in. statewide. Snow 
up to 3 in. northwest. 

Soil moisture surplus. Pastures and small 
grains fair. Cattle good. General chores and care 
of livestock main activities. 


Tem- 


TEXAS: A cold front brought shower activity 25th 
and 26th. Light snow confined to Panhandle. 
Showers across southwest 28th. Temperatures below 
normal. Warmer weather favored lower Valley. 
Precipitation above normal southeast, upper coast, 
and Panhandle; Rio Grande Valley, Trans-Pecos below 
normal. 

Wheat, oats central, southern areas show signs 
recovering early January freeze damage, however, 
development slow. Stands High, Low Plains mostly 
dormant but moisture adequate for good growth as 
weather warms up. Cotton harvest little progress 
as cold, wet weather drove strippers from fields. 
Many gins caught up, standing idle. 

Harvest grapefruit and Valencias for fresh mar- 
ket gained momentum after shipping holiday expired 
January 18th. Carrot, spinach and cabbage harvest 
continued; harvest of lettuce picked up as fields 
recovered from freeze damage. Some early melon 
fields being planted. Land preparation delayed by 
wet weather. 

Supplemental feeding increased as small grain 
pastures, ranges and permanent pastures declined 
due to wet, freezing conditions. Recent rains 
promoted growth most winter grasses; dried grasses 
and forage decayed from continued moisture. North, 
central and east Texas, hay stocks low. Some 
ranchers lost cattle to nitrate poisoning in hay. 
Livestock fair to good depending on pasture condi- 
tions; heavy shrinkage and loss of condition a 
problem in north and central Texas due to prolonged 
cold, wet weather. 


UTAH: Recurring snow; accumulations generally 
light but locally moderate to heavy few areas 
southeast. Temperatures between 3 and 15° below 
normal. 

Farm activities limited to chores and maintain- 
ing and repairing farm equipment. Care and main- 
tenance of livestock. Grading and marketing 
onions, potatoes and apples continued. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures little below normal. 
Extremes: 68 and 9°. Precipitation heavy occurring 
mostly as rain except some snow west. 

Topsoil moisture mostly surplus. Rain, ice 
prevented fieldwork with 0.6 days suitable. Ice 
storms caused power outages in north, central, and 
southwest localities. Dairy farmers shared 
portable power generators for milking, other farm 
service, and household needs. Most areas cleared 
downed trees from roads, broke ice on ponds. 

Cold, sleet increased newborn livestock losses. 
Aphid infestations of small grains minimal in east. 
Winter grains, grazing good. Some concern shown 
about winterkill; snow lacking for protection of 
small grains. Feed and roughage supplies adequate 
to surplus. Southside swine producers planning 
facility expansions. Some scours, pneumonia 
reported for newborn calves, north. Livestock 
treated for lice in north, southwest. 
WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 1 to 
normal. Precipitation below normal. 

Seed cabbage fields damaged by cold weather. 
Caneberry pruning continued. Hay supplies adequate 
with new supplies arriving from east. 

East: Temperatures 6 to 9° below normal. Pre- 
cipitation ranged 0.20 to 0.30 in. below normal. 
Snow flurries continued. 

Orchardists continued pruning and keeping check 
on possible rodent damage to tree trunks. Calving 
and lambing continued. Feed needs increased but 
Supplies adequate. Winter crop damage unknown. 


below 








WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 2° above normal north- 
east, 3 to 4° below normal elsewhere. Extremes: 

50 and 5°. Precipitation nearly every day. Rain 
and snow 0.33 in. above normal northwest to 0.90 
in. northeast. 

Fieldwork: 0.6 days suitable. 
adequate to surplus. Fields muddy. 
and other feed supplies adequate. Calving and 
lambing underway. Foot rot in few sheep. Cattle 
in good condition. Fall sown grains look good. 


Soil moisture 
Hay, grain 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures seasonal beginning of 

week, turned colder at midweek, and moderated to 
near 30° weekend. Extremes: 20 and -27°. Preci- 
pitation came in snowstorm late 22d into early 24th. 
Snowfall 1 to 3 in. extreme north, 5 to 10 in. other 
areas, heaviest extreme southeast. Light snow and 
flurries weekend. Snow depths averaged record 

26 in. as of 26th. Deepest in southern areas where 
Madison and Milwaukee established all-time record 
with over 30 in. on ground. Frost depths averaged 
7 in. increase of only 1 in. from two weeks earlier. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. 
generally above normal. 

Snow, continued cold making livestock producers 
feed heavier than normal. Adequate hay supplies at 
this time, if snow, cold continues, there will be 
some shortages. Winter wheat fair to good, snow 
covered most areas. 


Precipitation 
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World Weather and Crop Update 


January 22 - 28 


USSR. Precipitation (10 to 20 mm) in the Ukraine 
remained slightly above normal in most areas, as 
it has since December. An adequate snowcover had 
built up (fig. 1), protecting all areas against 
cold temperatures early in the week; however, 
strong warming caused considerable melt and left 
much of the southern third bare by Sunday evening. 
Snowfall in northerly agricultural areas from 
Belorussia to the New Lands surged above normal 
again after a single, relatively dry week. 


areas received above-normal 
precipitation late in the week. The southern 
coast was nearly dry, but amounts in the highlands 
just south of the Yangtze River were commonly 195 
to 40 mm, and in the China Plain 10 to 30 mm fell 
at many locations. Earlier in the week, tempera- 
tures frequently ranged up to 15°C in the wheat 
belt, possibly causing some break in dormancy. 
Some slight crop damage may have resulted since 
the precipitation fell as snow in many areas. 


CHINA. Most eastern 


AUSTRALIA. Dry weather returned to southeastern 
crop areas after last week's brief respite. Crops 
should remain in satisfactory condition for awhile, 
but more rainfall will be needed very soon. Only 
the northeast coast received normal rainfall in 

the northern third of the country. Coastal areas 
of southeastern Queensland and northeastern New 
South Wales showed above-normal amounts. 


Above-normal rainfall of 15 to 25 mm con- 
for the second week over an extensive area 
one location reported 120 mm. 

in the mountains, but high- 


INDIA. 
tinued 
in central India; 
No precipitation fell 


land wheat areas just south of the Ganges River 
Valley should have quite adequate soil moisture 
now. 


AFRICA. Abundant rains of 40 to 80 mm over all 
wheat areas in Morocco continued to improve the 
crop outlook. Coastal areas of Algeria received 
about 20 mm, and conditions there and in Tunisia 
remain good. South Africa's Maize Triangle turned 
mostly dry again after last week's beneficial 
rains. Some minimal amounts of 10 to 15 mm in the 
southwestern part fell short of normal, and more 
crops may be lost if rain does not fall soon. 


EUROPE. 
continued 


Above-normal precipitation of 30 to 80 mm 
for the second consecutive week over much 
of the Iberian Peninsula, essentially eliminating 
any moisture shortage. Similar amounts fell from 
central France eastward through northern Italy and 
Austria into Eastern Europe in a variable pattern. 
No extensive areas of below-normal precipitation 
occurred in Europe; the soil moisture outlook for 
spring appears favorable. 
SOUTH AMERICA. Some relief came to dry soybean 
areas in Brazil over the weekend (fig. 2). 
Liberal totals of 25 to 70 mm in Parana should 
adequately supply crop moisture needs perhaps two 
weeks. Light amounts of 5 to 20 mm in Rio Grande 
do Sul brought temporary relief, but the threat of 
further yield reductions remains if more rains are 
not forthcoming soon. Argentine soybean areas 
also received timely rainfall (30 to 50 mm), and 
both the corn and soybean crops appear to be in 
good condition. 








SNOW DEPTH (CM) AND MINIMUM TEMPERATURE (°F) ISOTHERM LINES OVER THE WINTER GRAIN PRODUCTION 
AREAS OF EASTERN EUROPE AND SOUTHWESTERN USSR (DASHED LINE). 06 GMT JANUARY 23, 1979 
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HEATING DEGREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JULY 1, 1978 





Errata--- 

HDD maps on page 10 
of previous issue--- 
Vol. 66, No. 4, Jan. 
23, 1979---should 
appear as follows: 
the first and second 
maps should be trans- 
posed with headings 
remaining as shown. 
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